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Coalition formed to renew push for local highway projects
Improvements sought for I-99/80 high-speed interchange, U.S. Route 322
State College, PA, Tuesday, Oct. 10 – A growing group of business, government and community
leaders is joining forces to support efforts by the Centre County Metropolitan Planning
Organization (CCMPO) to help secure necessary state and federal funding for two major highway
improvement projects in Centre County.
Jeff Luck, Patton Township Supervisor and CCMPO Chairman, said the construction of a new highspeed interchange between I-99 and I-80 to replace the Bellefonte interchange, as well as
upgrades to the two-lane stretch of U.S. Route 322 from Potters Mills to State College, are longtime priorities for which funding has not been available.
“Completion of these two projects will greatly improve and enhance Centre County’s
transportation system to the benefit of our county and the surrounding region,” Luck said. “We
believe there is a brief window of opportunity to attempt to secure funding for the new
interchange, while remaining committed to advancing additional improvements to Route 322.”
As a result, the Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County (CBICC) is set to launch “Drive
Forward,” a sustained, broad-based grassroots campaign designed to garner community support.
Penn State University, private-sector businesses including Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. and First
National Bank – and numerous other concerned stakeholders – are among those initially backing
the effort.
CBICC President and CEO Vern Squier said the campaign is essential because both projects have
significant implications for the motoring public – residents, commuters, students and visitors – as
well as for commerce, tourism, and new business investment into the region.
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-2Squier said congestion at the current I-80 east- and westbound ramps at the Bellefonte
interchange, particularly during morning and evening rush hours, and on holiday and Penn State
football weekends, hinders efficient traffic flow and poses considerable safety risks for motorists.
These same impacts and safety risks exist on the two-lane portion of U.S. Route 322 – a corridor
that is also seeing new business and tourism offerings that will further increase traffic volumes.
Bob Ricketts, President of the Central Pennsylvania Convention & Visitors Bureau Board of
Directors, said safe and convenient travel helps ensure that visitors to Centre County have a
positive overall experience, making it essential to successful tourism promotion efforts.
Joseph Thomas, General Manager of the Ramada Conference Center in State College, echoed
those sentiments, and encouraged the county’s lodging industry to embrace the campaign.
First National Bank Senior Vice President Bill Joseph, Chairman of the CBICC Board of Directors,
added that the projects are two of the most critical improvements needed to create a more
modern, efficient and safer highway system in Centre County.
Dan Hawbaker, president and CEO of Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. noted that stakeholders have
already held several productive meetings with Centre County’s legislative delegation about the
projects, and that local elected officials recognize the importance of these infrastructure
improvements.
The “Drive Forward” campaign will deliver a strong, unified message as a community to PennDOT
and federal officials in Washington, D.C. that the I-99/I-80 high-speed interchange and Route 322
improvements are essential to safe travel and efficient commerce in central Pennsylvania.
Tom Zilla, Principal Transportation Planner for the CCMPO said time is of the essence with regard
to the high-speed interchange, as PennDOT intends to soon apply for a federal grant that could
provide the necessary, sought-after funding. The CBICC will provide a letter in support of the
grant application, and will work with stakeholders to do the same.
To show its commitment to the interchange project, the CCMPO voted on Sept. 26 to allocate a
portion of its funding to pay for required local access upgrades on Route 26 (Jacksonville Road)
should PennDOT be successful in its grant application.
Businesses and individuals can show their support by signing on to the “Drive Forward” campaign.
A special website, which will launch in the near future, will help educate the community about
both transportation projects, and the funding challenges and opportunities each face; provide
periodic status updates; and allow for engagement and outreach opportunities.
For additional information, email lkistner@cbicc.org.

